The Unfinished Work Of Easter (10 of 10)
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CONCLUSION
"Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 'They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!' So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen" (John 20:1-7, NIV).

The napkin is still folded and on that first Easter that means some significant things for us today.  That folded napkin speaks to us of the unfinished work of Easter!
The work of atonement was finished.  The sacrifice for sins was finished.  The plan of salvation was finished.  Sin, death, hell and the grave were finished.  There remains no more sacrifice for sin for Jesus made that ultimate sacrifice that alone could wash our sins away.

All that was necessary for man to be saved was finished, for Christ became sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  That's why salvation is Jesus plus nothing.  It is not Jesus plus works, Jesus plus baptism, Jesus plus ritual, salvation is by faith in Christ and in Christ alone.
All that could be finished was finished that first Easter morning when Jesus rose from the dead like He said He would.  The things left unfinished requires something from us.

When the Israelites entered the land of promise the land was theirs but there was some unfinished work.  They had to conquer many enemies before dwelling in there promised land. In Luke 17, the ten lepers had work to do before they saw the manifestation of their healing.  They saw the manifestation of their healing as they went to show themselves to the priest.  Blind Bartimaeus did not receive his healing until he cast off his garment and went to Jesus.  The man born blind was healed when Jesus used a mud pie made from spit and placed it on his eyes.  The   blind man didn’t receive the manifestation of that healing until he had washed his face in the pool of Siloam.  The man at the pool of Batheseda had to pick up his mat and walk to see the manifestation of his healing.

So, it should be no surprise to us that Jesus left something for us to do.  The work of Redemption which was left unfinished requires work from us.  The work of Restoration which was left unfinished requires some work from us.  The work of Resurrection which was left unfinished requires some work from us.  The work of the Rapture which was left unfinished requires some work from us.  The work of Retribution which was left unfinished requires some work from us.  The work of Reclamation which was left unfinished requires some work from us.  

Jesus has told us that if He is lifted up that He would draw all men unto Him.  We have a part to play in the unfinished work of Redemption, Restoration, Resurrection, Rapture, Retribution, and Reclamation. 

Jesus left the napkin folded to indicate that He is coming back.  We must be ready for His return.  We must give everyone we come in contact with the opportunity to be ready when He returns.

Go to www.prosperityrenewal.org/hope.html to see how this ministry is providing HOPE (Helping Others Prepare for Eternity).  Join us in our current efforts. 
Kingdom Focused! 
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