GOD’S LIFE-CHANGING GIFTS

Love That Lasts

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 (NIV)

“Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 

For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 

Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.”

The permanence of love is a divine quality – love never fails.  Love is eternal because “God is love” (1 John 4:8).

Our world needs love and is looking for love that lasts.  Adults cannot truly love others until after they experience God’s love.

Faith, hope, and love are superior to the other gifts of the Spirit.  While the gifts will cease and come to an end, faith, hope, and love will remain, will endure eternally.  The greatest of these is love because it is the character of God and helps us use the others.  Love should rule every thought, action, and attitude of the Christian.  

Based on the study of 1 Corinthians 13, here is what you should do this week:

· Evaluate the quality of your love in light of the characteristics of love set forth by Paul.

· Realize that love is an action and strive to show love to others.

· Make it your goal to express God’s love in everything you do.

· Strive to be more like Jesus – as you do, you will more perfectly practice God’s kind of love.

Blessed to be a Blessing! 
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